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PLATFORM: 2022  
CALL FOR  
SUBMISSIONS 

EDINBURGH ART FESTIVAL  
28 JULY – 28 AUGUST 2022  

ABOUT   
Founded in 2004, Edinburgh Art Festival is the platform for the visual arts at the heart of Edinburgh’s August 
festivals, bringing together the capital’s leading galleries, museums, artist-run spaces and production facilities in a 
city-wide celebration of the very best in visual art. 
 
Each year, the festival features leading international and UK artists alongside the best emerging talent, major survey 
exhibitions of historic figures, and a special programme of newly commissioned artworks that respond to public and 
historic sites in the city.   

In 2021, Platform presented new work by Jessica Higgins, Danny Pagarani, Kirsty Russell and Isabella Widger across 
three spaces within the Institut français d’Ecosse. The resulting exhibition encompassed a broad range of media and 
approaches, you can see more about the exhibition in this link including a short video with the selected artists. 
 
https://www.edinburghartfestival.com/event/platform-2021/ 
 
Edinburgh Art Festival is delivered by a small and friendly team of passionate and committed individuals. We are 
committed to being an inclusive and diverse organisation, we seek to work with artists of all identities, and we 
encourage applications from those who are currently under-represented within the visual arts. 

 

PLATFORM: 2022 
We are delighted to announce the call for proposals to participate in Platform: 2022.  
 
This annual exhibition is designed to provide a dedicated platform for early career artists working in the field of 
contemporary art at the heart of Edinburgh Art Festival’s programme. As well as receiving a fee and a dedicated 
budget to make and present new work, invited artists will be supported by the festival team through all stages of 
exhibition making, from thinking through production and presentation needs, marketing the exhibition, and 
considering how the work meets an audience. 
 
3 to 4 selected artists will be invited to present their work in a group exhibition as part of the 2022 festival, and will 
be supported by the festival team throughout the development of the exhibition, including consideration of any 
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access needs, and any adjustments required in light of restrictions relating to the global pandemic. Artists will also be 
offered an allowance to support additional mentoring or professional development/training related to their practice. 

If you are an artist at the beginning of your career and you are ready to showcase your work, we’d like to hear from 
you. 

External selectors for 2022 will be writer and curator, Seán Elder, and artist Lucy Skaer. 

Platform: 2022 is supported by the PLACE Programme, a partnership between Edinburgh Festivals, Scottish 
Government, City of Edinburgh Council and Creative Scotland. 

 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  

Applicants must: 

• be based in Scotland and have been living here for a minimum of 2 years  
• Have not yet had a solo presentation within a public institution, or achieved representation by a commercial 

gallery 

Additionally, applicants must fall into one of the following categories: 

• The applicant has graduated from a BA in Fine Art, or closely related subject, a minimum of 2 years ago and 
not more than 10 years ago at the point of applying* (graduating within the period 2011–2019). Applicants’ 
CVs must demonstrate an independent professional contemporary art practice for a minimum of 4 
consecutive years, including a track record of exhibitions, studio membership etc.  

OR 

• Where the applicant has not followed a formal fine art education route, the applicant’s CV must 
demonstrate that they have developed an independent professional contemporary art practice for a 
minimum of 4 consecutive years, including a track record of exhibitions, studio membership etc. 

* Current students including those completing postgraduate courses will not be eligible.  

Applicants who do not meet the criteria of graduating between 2011 – 2019 as a result of a break in their careers for 
parental leave or other caring responsibilities are welcome to apply but should provide a statement outlining further 
detail and demonstrating how they meet the ‘early career’ criteria. 

If you have any queries about the above criteria, please contact programme@edinburghartfestival.com.   
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SUBMISSION PROCESS  
To apply, please use the attached Application Form to tell us about your practice, and propose a work or project you 
would like to develop for Platform: 2022 (including information about the likely costs).  

Alternatively, this information relating to your practice and proposal can be provided in a short audio or video 
supporting statement – please see the application form for details. Please note that if you opt to submit an audio or 
video statement, you should still complete Sections 1, 2c and 3 of the application form. 

Submissions will be reviewed by the panel, including invited selectors Seán Elder, Lucy Skaer. The panel will select 
artists on the basis of their eligibility and the individual quality of their proposals, as well as with a view to forming 
the strongest collective presentation.   

The selection panel can only assess applications on the basis of material submitted. It is therefore essential, and in 
your interest, to supply the highest quality visuals possible that fully represent your work.  

Please be aware that while a website portfolio can provide good supporting documentation, the dedicated images or 
links to specific material for your project requested in the form will be the key materials reviewed by the panel.  

Work in any medium will be considered, and the production budget should include any costs related to your 
proposed activity.   

Collaborative proposals may be considered, but the limitations to the fee and budget offered should be taken into 
consideration within any collaborative proposal.   

Due to the high volume of proposals received we are unable to offer feedback on proposals that are not selected.  

 

KEY DATES  

Deadline for proposals      Midnight, Sunday 13 February 

Notification of decision to successful applicants   Week of 7 March 
 
Detailed planning of final exhibition    March/April/May/June 

Exhibition install to commence     Early/mid-July 

Launch of Edinburgh Art Festival 2022    Thursday 28 July 

Duration of Platform: 2022     28 July – 28 August 

Festival closes       Sunday 28 August 

De-install/collection of work     Week of 29 August   
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FESTIVAL SUPPORT FOR SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES      

EXHIBITION 
Successful candidates will be invited to participate in a group exhibition, with the following support offered for the 
production and installation of work:   

• Exhibition fee: £1,200  
• Dedicated production allowance for each participating artist (up to a maximum of £1,800), to include any 

external production fees, expenses and related costs, materials, equipment, etc.  
• Allowance to support travel to Edinburgh for site visits, installation, festival launch etc. 
• Allowance to support mentoring (up to £500) – plan to be developed and agreed with selected artists. 
• Provision of a city centre space branded as a festival venue and invigilated by staff for duration of the festival  
• Technical support with exhibition installation.  
• Exhibition interpretation to include: text panels/exhibition signage; Platform:2022 booklet with 

commissioned text; and Platform:2022 video. 
• Documentation of the exhibition by professional photographer/videographer; resulting materials to be 

shared with the artists.  

 

MEDIA, MARKETING & PR  
Platform: 2022 will be included in all of Edinburgh Art Festival’s promotional materials: 

Platform booklet  
An information booklet will be produced for the exhibition, with text, images and artist biographies.  

Festival Listings  
Platform: 2022 will be listed in the print and digital listings for the festival.  

Website  
Exhibition details, artist information and related events will be added to a dedicated section on 
www.edinburghartfestival.com. Information will also be sent via our weekly festival e-newsletter, giving subscribers 
up to date information on the latest exhibitions and events.  

Social Media  
Festival content is promoted via Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. Artists will be encouraged to share relevant content 
on their own pages to highlight to wider audiences.  

Festival PR  
Our appointed PR agency will target a large range of local, national and international press and media outlets to 
promote the exhibition.  

 

 

 



   
 

   
Edinburgh Art Festival, Platform: 2022 Open Call   

5 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION 

All completed application documents (application form, CV, image portfolio, video or audio files) should be 
received by midnight, Sunday 13 February. 

Please email these documents and any related audio/video files to programme@edinburghartfestival.com with the 
subject line Platform: 2022. Emails should be no larger than 5MB. For attachments or large files, please use a file 
sharing facility such as WeTransfer.  

We ask all applicants to also fill in an anonymous online Equal Opportunities form.  

In line with The Equality Act 2010, and to assess how we are operating in line with our Equality, Disability and 
Inclusion aims, we collect information from applicants which does not relate to our assessment of your application. 
This data is used for statistical reporting only, is kept anonymous and is processed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998.  

For any queries please contact us: 
0131 226 6558 | programme@edinburghartfestival.com 
 
 Please note any proposals received after the deadline will not be considered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


